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Quarterly Luncheons–

The Editor Says . . . Three Mayo Clinic Emeriti and spouses travelled to World War II
D-Day battle sites. Their trip was made more meaningful by visiting areas where soldiers involved had a connection to Mayo Clinic. Bob Smoldt kindly wrote a summary
for us of a talk he recently gave at Mayo Clinic Scottsdale which I was fortunate to attend.

July 31st, Philips Hall

Mayo Connections to D-Day

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Arizona
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Florida
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resume in September!
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at: https:\\emeritus.mayo.edu
Like us on Facebook

by Bob Smoldt

D-Day, June 6, 1944 was, according historian Stephen Ambrose, “the climactic
battle of WWII.” In that Normandy campaign there were many significant contributions by individuals with connections to Mayo Clinic. This year, as the 75th Anniversary approaches, it is appropriate to remember and honor all those heroes.
On a previous D-Day anniversary, three Mayo Emeriti and their spouses (Bev
and Roger Nelson, Donna and Deni Cortese, Pam and Bob Smoldt) visited Normandy
battle sites where the following soldiers with Mayo connections fought.
Dr. Howard Andersen, Thoracic Diseases, mentor to Deni Cortese. Howard was
the physician on the first ship sunk off Normandy on D-Day – USS Corry. His
description of what happened: “At dawn the Germans discovered our ship and
opened fire on us. A huge explosion occurred. The ship was basically separated
in two, held together by the superstructure. I moved the medical station outside
on the deck. The water on the deck was knee deep before the last casualty was
removed to a life raft, after which I stepped over the railing into the Channel.”
He would tread water for over two hours before being rescued. After Normandy, Dr. Andersen was shipped to the Pacific and served as the physician for Marines who took Okinawa. Howard survived two of the bloodiest battles in
WWII and went back to a distinguished career at Mayo.
Lt. Bob Willoughby, namesake uncle of Bob Smoldt. Lt Willoughby was a B-24
bomber pilot out of Bungay, England. Bombers from his base were the lead
group on D-Day (Willoughby’s 21st birthday). It was his first of what would be
36 missions. He survived the war, became a well
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-known musician at Oberlin College and Berklee
Conservatory. He died last year at age 97.
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The first mission of the 82nd was to take and hold a bridge/causeway on a road the Germans needed to get
troops to Utah Beach (one of the 5 beaches of the invasion). A historian called this battle for the La Fiere
Causeway the “bloodiest small arms struggle in the history of war.” The official Army report of the encounter describes Lt. Booker’s actions as follows. “Halfway across the causeway, Lt. Booker was hit through the
calves of both legs. He sat down on the edge of the embankment to wait for a medic. Sitting there bleeding
and unable to walk, he continued to wave at the men to the rear of him shouting, ‘Get up here! This is where
the fight is.’ Men heard him, got up and moved along. No other officer played a stronger part in persuading
the men to pick up and join the battle.” Lt. Booker survived Normandy, but was killed south of Nijmegen,
Holland during Operation Market Garden in September, 1944.
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Emeritus travelers and spouses

Dr. William McConahey, Endocrinology, mentor to Dr. Roger Nelson. Bill was a physician in the 90th Infantry
Division. In Normandy his unit was assigned to relieve the 82nd Airborne at LaFiere Causeway. Here is how
Dr. McConahey described his initiation to war. “At one place a bridge and causeway was zeroed in by a German 88 which kept slapping in shells. The only way to do it was to wait until one shell hit and then run. Fast.
We did it and there I was in battle. I can never forget the picture – the mass milling of soldiers, the sharp
crack of enemy shells, the stinging odor of cordite on my eyes and nose, the burned out tanks strewn along the
road. Across the causeway I came upon a group of French farm buildings. I set up my first medical aid station.” Dr. McConahey survived the war and went on to a distinguished career at Mayo Clinic.
Captain Bob Harwick, uncle of Donna (Harwick) Cortese. (No direct relation to past Mayo administrators Harry
or Bill Harwick). Captain Harwick was with the 101st Airborne and landed behind enemy lines outside St.
Come du Mont about 2 miles from his designated spot. He was captured while hiding in shrubbery. Here is
how Harwick described it. “Germans pushed into the bushes and there we were. One pointed a rifle at me and
yelled ‘Raus’. I did. The other fired point blank at McKnight who rolled over believing himself dead. But
somehow the German had missed. They marched us on a road lined with German infantry and pushed into a
field with other prisoners. I spoke to a few.
Continued on pg.3
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It did not sound good.” Harwick would escape later that day and after two days on the run, rejoined the 101st
where he was named Battalion Commander because of the original commander’s death. He would play an in
strumental role in the critical Battle of Carentan. After Normandy, he played strong leadership roles in 101st
action throughout the War in Europe. Harwick returned to the US as an executive at Gulf Oil, and died from a
heart problem in his 50’s.
Lt. Bill McCormick, cousin of Mayo Emeritus Bob Fleming. D-Day was mass confusion. And while successful,
only one military unit actually achieved its objective on the day itself. Only one. It is not surprising that if
only one would be completely successful, it would have a connection to Mayo Clinic. The unit was a Canadian tank regiment led by Lt McCormick. One of the villages liberated by his regiment on June 6 was Cruelly which has renamed the town square “Lt. William McCormick Place.” On June 11, 1944 a German SS Division hit Bill’s tank. He was injured and further hit by fire while being dragged to safety by his crew. While
his right leg had to be amputated, McCormick survived the war and is now 98 years young.
Indeed, the climactic battle of WWII had many heroic actions by individuals with connections to Mayo Clinic.
They deserve to be honored.

Rochester Campus News
From the Rochester Chair’s Corner:
It has been a slow start to Spring this year. We keep hoping that the temperature will
settle into nice Summer days, but just when we get a warm day the temperature
drops again, however, we are getting ample rain so far. I hope that wherever you are,
you are having warm, balmy, and sunny days.
Be sure to mark your calendars for the coming quarterly meetings, July 31 and October 17. In July we will hear from Sadir Mardini, MD, Chair of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, about the first
face transplant done here in Rochester. In October Gianrico Farrugia, MD, our new CEO, will talk with us about his
vision for Mayo Clinic. We hope to see you there.
We have installed a card reader at the entrance to our center on Plumber 10. You do not need your card from 7:00
AM to 5:00 PM on weekdays. After hours and on weekends and holidays the door will be locked. Your Emeriti card
should be registered to open the Center, but if you have any difficulty, contact the Emeriti Center, 507-284-2691. If
you have problems with your card and need immediate access, call Mayo Security.
We are in the process of upgrading and adding to our computer services on Plumber 10. Our plan is to have Microsoft-based computers in all rooms, and we will purchase an Apple-based computer to serve the needs of those
who prefer Apple operating systems.
I wish everyone a wonderful summer, and I hope to see you in July at the Quarterly Meeting.
W. Mark Brutinel, M.D.

NOTICE!

Remember that The Emeritus Center has minimal housekeeping
services available! Please be sure to clean up your work area before leaving, and empty small office garbage cans into the larger
receptacles.
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Silver Force Circle
A portal for social, travel, service and educational experience for the Emeriti and
Active Staff above 60 and Their Spouses/Partners

Rochester Campus News
Past Quarter Highlights
Our recent Silver Force social at the country club was a
great hit and struck the right “chord” for all who attended. Emeriti staff had the opportunity to listen to Rick
Kvam and the Choral Arts Ensemble share history and
music from the Minnesota choral tradition. Next Social
is targeted for November. If anyone has suggestions for
a program, please send a note to the Emeritus office.

TECH TALK
At the May 14th Tech Talk, Joel Ott discussed cyber
crimes and how to protect yourself online both at home and at
the office.

Upcoming Events
Quarterly Luncheons
Wednesday, July 31st in Philips Hall - Dr. Samir Mardini,
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery. Spouses/guests are
invited to the luncheon.
Tuesday, October 9 at Foundation House - Dr. Gianrico
Farrugia, President and CEO, Mayo Clinic.

Arizona Campus News
Past Quarter Highlights
Educational Adventure Series Presentations
April 3, 2019: Mr. Robert Fleming, Miracle: The Story of
the 1980 U.S. Olympic Gold Medal Hockey Team
May 28, 2019: Jacques Heppel, M.D., Painting as a Personal Hobby
Spirit of Mayo Clinic Award Presentation
June 6, 2019: Dr. Scott Gorman presented the Spirit of
Mayo Clinic Award (SOMCA) at MCSGME graduation
the evening of 6/6/2019. The SOMCA committee interviewed five graduating resident candidates nominated
by their program director’s and selected the award recipient based on specific criteria that represents the principles of Drs. Will and Charles Mayo.

Upcoming Events
July 17, 2019
MCA Emeritus Staff members will join the Mayo Clinic
Alix School of Medicine medical students for an informal lunch at the medical school from noon – 1:00 pm.
MCA Emeriti serve as mentors and faculty at the
MCASOM-AZ Campus and interact with the students
at different events throughout the year.

And as always we welcome our MCR and MCF retirees at
our activities when they visit Arizona. Contact Julie Hillard
at hillard.julie@mayo.edu.

Florida Campus News
Monthly luncheons will return in September! Stay tuned!
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Editor Says … Eddie L. Greene, M.D., is a member of the Mayo Clinic Division of
Nephrology and Hypertension and Board of Governors. He also serves as chair of the
Doctors Mayo Society. Dr. Greene answers five questions that emeritus staff have often asked about the Doctors Mayo Society.
What should we know first about you and Doctors Mayo Society?
It is my honor to serve as chair of the Doctors Mayo Society, the oldest philanthropic organization at Mayo Clinic. Doctors Mayo Society recognizes alumni who are philanthropic leaders. There
are over 3,700 members today, representing over 40 states in the U.S. and 20 countries throughout the world.
We thank all of you for your confidence in advancing Mayo Clinic’s vital mission to ensure Mayo remains the
most trusted destination for compassionate care, outstanding research and unparalleled education.
What is the history of the society?
Doctors Mayo Society was established in 1977 by the alumni themselves soon after the opening of the medical
school as a means of giving back to Mayo Clinic and supporting the mission in patient care, education and research.
Doctors Mayo Society has been well served by dedicated leadership, starting with the founding chair, Dr. Edward
Rosenow, Jr., followed by Dr. Oliver Beahrs, Dr. John Joyce, Dr. Miguel Cabanela and Dr. George Bartley, all serving
before me.
So Doctors Mayo Society was started by the alumni?
Yes. It is especially significant that the creation of Doctors Mayo Society was a grassroots initiative — not imposed from above but rather a natural expression of the staff’s own devotion to the mission of Mayo Clinic. The
founding members of the Doctors Mayo Society believed that all Mayo Clinic alumni who have benefitted from
Mayo’s unique heritage would wish to help preserve and extend it. Consider these three principles from the charter
document: To engender widespread understanding of Mayo’s purposes and accomplishments; To pledge themselves and their resources in support for Mayo’s educational and scientific programs in a way worthy of emulation
by all alumni.; To develop the society as a symbol of sustained fellowship and support for Mayo.
How are emeriti staff involved in Doctors Mayo Society?
Over 80 percent of emeriti staff are members of Doctors Mayo Society. They give generously to Mayo Clinic
and serve as stewards of the philanthropic legacy established 100 years ago by Drs. Will and Charlie Mayo when
they signed the deed of gift to establish the not-for-profit organization that today is Mayo Clinic.
I want to recognize all of the emeriti staff who have committed your lives to hope and healing. We thank you
for the lasting impact you have made and how you have carried forward the legacy of our founders.
It has been over forty years since the founding of Doctors Mayo Society. What is your focus today and why is the
society still important?
Doctors Mayo Society has a shared commitment to Mayo Clinic’s mission and an understanding of Mayo’s
priorities. At the heart of this lies our primary value: The needs of the patient come first. What is most important is
the impact on people’s lives – new answers through medical research, new models of medical education, relieving
suffering and decreasing the burdens of illness. The more than 5,000 members who have been a part of the society
over its 40 years have always recognized that the Mayo Clinic legacy is a living, breathing and precious thing to preserve for our patients.
The inspiring leadership of Doctors Mayo Society members was most recently on display during the last philanthropic campaign for Mayo Clinic, called YOU ARE … The Campaign for Mayo Clinic. You may remember last year
when the Mayo Clinic Board of Trustees announced the successful completion of one of the largest fundraising campaigns ever conducted by an academic medical center in the U.S. The $3 billion campaign exceeded its goal one year
early, and the total amount raised surpassed the goal by 25 percent. Alumni gifts added up to over $100 million and
were a vitally important factor in the success of the campaign. That support set a powerful example that inspired patients and friends of Mayo Clinic to give.
Members of Doctors Mayo Society know that their gifts drive the innovations that will create the health care
of the future. It’s an exciting time to be a member as we build on Mayo’s remarkable legacy and shape it for future
generations.
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Transitions
In Memoriam
Marc A. Shampo, Ph.D. died April 25, 2019 in Rochester at age 94. Marc was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin and received the degrees of B.S. (1948), M.S. (1949), and Ph.D. (1960) in organic chemistry all
from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. He taught in Wisconsin public schools (1949-1958) and
later was an associate professor at Duquesne University (1958-1962). Marc was appointed a Mayo
Clinic consultant in the Section of Publications in 1962. He became an instructor at Mayo Clinic College
of Medicine in 1973. Dr. Shampo published several books on education and wrote extensively on the history of
stamps in medicine before and after retirement. He retired from Mayo Clinic in October 1989.
Mr. Gerald T. Mahoney died in Rochester on May 31, 2019 at age 85. Jerry was born in Rochester and
received the degrees of A.A. (1953) from Rochester Community College and B. A. (1958) from University of Minnesota Mankato. After serving in the U. S. Army (1953-1955) he joined the Mayo Clinic
Business Office in 1959 and later worked in the Section of Systems and Procedures (1967-1969). He
transferred to the Section of Administrative Services in 1969 where he was administrator to a number
of medical and surgical sections and divisions. He became a voting staff member in 1973. When Mayo Clinic and
Saint Marys Hospital merged in 1986 he became associate administrator of the hospital and later became administrator (1993-1996). Jerry retired from Mayo Clinic in 1996. In retirement he served as president of the Rochester Senior
Center Foundation Board and President of the Saint Marys Hospital Sponsorship Board.
H. Clark Hoagland, M.D. died in Rochester on June 2, 2019 at age 83. Clark was born in Richmond,
VA and received the degrees of A.B. (1958) from Davidson College in NC, M.D. (1963) from the Medical College of Virginia, and M.S. (1971) from the University of Minnesota. After interning at Harrisburg Hospital in Harrisburg, PA (1964) he entered the Mayo School of Graduate Medical Education
(1964) for training in internal medicine. He served in the U.S. Army (1967-1969) after which he completed his residency and was appointed a Mayo Clinic consultant in hematology and internal medicine (1970). Clark
served as chair of the Division of Hematology (1991-1997) and advanced to the academic rank of professor (1994).
He was president of the Mayo Clinic Staff in 1987. Dr. Hoagland was recipient of the Henry S. Plummer Distinguished Clinician Award (1998) and a fellow of the American College of Physicians. He retired from Mayo in 2000.
Correction of Obituary. Robert J. Ivnik, Ph. D. was elected a fellow of the American Psychological Association in
1994, not president, and served as president of Division 40, American Neuropsychological Society from 2004 to
2005.

Deaths of Spouses Noted
Name

Date

Susan Joan (Jerry) Holcomb

March 1, 2019

Josephine Ann (Anthony) Bianco

April 27, 2019

Death of Active Staff Noted
Carmen Radecki Breitkopf

April 25, 2019

Your help is needed. If you have
knowledge of the death of an emeriti
colleague or their spouse, please contact us at mcremeritus@mayo.edu or
by calling 507-293-3211, so that we
may share the information.
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Transitions
New Emeriti Staff
Rochester
William J. Perkins, M.D.

Anesthesiology

Retired 3/9/2019

Russell H. Wiesner, M.D.

Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Retired 4/30/2019

Ian Hay, M.D. , Ph.D.

Endocrinology

Retired 5/1/2019

Toni J. Hanson, M.D.

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Retired 5/20/2019

Steven R. Stenhaug

Treasury Services

Retired 6/1/2019

Raymond J. Gibbons, M.D.

Cardiovascular Diseases

Retired 6/4/2019

Gabriel F. Sciallis, M.D.

Dermatology

Retired 6/4/2019

Mark D. Topazian, M.D.

Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Retired 6/15/2019

Heidi Nelson, M.D.

Colon & Rectal Surgery

Retired 6/15/2019

Lowell C. Dale, M.D.

Community Internal Medicine

Retired 6/26/2019

Michael O’Brien

Administrative Services

Retired 6/27/2019

Mark F. Liebow, M.D., M.P.H.

General Internal Medicine

Retired 6/30/2019

Noralane M. Lindor, M.D.

Health Science Research

Retired 4/15/2019

David E. Fleischer, M.D.

Gastroenterology & Hepatology

Retired 5/31/2019

Gary A. Ezzell, Ph.D.

Radiation Oncology

Retired 6/3/2019

Robert C. Miller, M.D.

Radiation Oncology

Retired 3/29/2019

Warner A. Oldenburg, M.D.

Vascular Neurology

Retired 3/31/2019

Leah Brown, M.S.N., M.H.A.

Nursing Informatics

Retired 4/16/2019

Nolan Karstadt, M.D.

Diagnostic Radiology

Retired 6/26/ 2019

Arizona

Florida

A comment on the relationship between faculty and students
by P.S. Hench, M.D., former Mayo Clinic staff member
First, each owes the other loyal cooperation. Give to your teachers that respect which all earnest teachers
and scholars deserve. But (and this is most important) you must not give to their ideas your unquestioning
allegiance. For if you do, you will defeat one of the main purposes of every medical school, hospital and
clinic, and the chief objective of the Mayo Foundation, namely, your chance to extend knowledge, and you
will reject the glowing philosophy of all science, that the truth of today is only the half-truth of tomorrow.

Emeriti Staff Officers 2018-2019
W. Mark Brutinel, M.D., Chair

Ms. Bethany Krom, Director, Silver Force Wellness Program

Michael Farnell, M.D., Secretary

Ms. Cindy Nelson, Chair Membership Committee.

Michael G. Rock, M.D., Secretary-Elect

Ms. Joanne Marie J. Rosener, Director, Silver Force Circle

Claire E. Bender, M.D., Past Chair

W. Neath Folger, M.D., Electronic Communications

Gene G. Hunder, M.D., EQN Editor

William A. Brown, J.D., Administrator

Lloyd A. Wells, M.D., Member at Large

Ms. Shawna Miller, Administrative Assistant
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